JURIJ TURKIN        
Jurij was born on 17 February 1962 in Balvi, Latvia. It was a small village, which stood on the way of many trains following to Russia. Most of local people worked in the railway station and Jurij`s parents did, too. When Jurij was 6, they moved to a big town Rezekne where his parents settled in a new block of flats in the yard where he and his sister spent their childhood with other boys and girls.  His father got a job in a factory of electric tools but mother worked in a small confectionery and even their home was full of delicious sweet fragrances which surrounded his mum at work.
At the age of 7 Jurij went to primary school.  It was time of Soviet period and it was a region with developing industry where many workers from different republics, especially Russia, tried to settle. Therefore, such a strange situation developed there that more schools  were Russian and the language you could hear mostly was Russian, not local Latgalian or Latvian. The Latvian language was taught as a foreign language from grade 2 in such schools. During his school years Jurij learned without difficulties, spent his time like all his friends at the stadiums but his hobbies were reading and making small models of military transport.  His friends wondered how precisely he could make such tiny copies of details. It was that led off his future career.
 In 1979 he finished secondary school and went to the Ukrain Republic to study at the High Military School of Artilery. Nothing else could unite young people but shared duty, days and nights spent together, and parcels full of delicious things sent by their mothers from different parts of the country. As an excellent student Jurij had a choise after graduating from the High School : to stay and become a lecturer or to go for a military service to Germany. The wish to learn about the other world won and in 1983 he went to Leipzig. 
 There he got over 50 young, 18-year-old boys under his command. It was a great experience for him to learn to solve problems and make decisions without hesitation, since he was responsible for lives of many different people. In a strange country it was difficult to bear a service  which could start at any  time of day or night and last some days or weeks without any take-offs. The moments of tiredness could be lightened by the feeling that you have a home where you are always being waited for and met with love. In his first leave home Jurij got married to the Latvian girl Ina whom he had been writing letters for one year. He first saw this girl on a photo which was sent by his neighbour girl from Rezekne. There was she with her two girl friends just graduated from the Teachers` Training College and some words just for fun on the other side of the photo : ,,Choose any of them.’’ When he saw  a girl with big brown eyes and very long hair he remembered how one Gipsy told him  his fortune some years ago that he would marry a girl with a long light brown plait.  And there was such a girl whom  he liked at first sight. In Germany the young family lived for four years,  and  their first son Dima was born there in 1985.

In 1988 they were sent to the other place of service to a small town Hust in Western Ukrain. It was a place where they had to move five times to get a proper flat and where his wife could find a job as a Russian teacher in an Ukrainian school.
At the beginning of the 90-s, the time of Perestroika, when instead of one big country there appeared many different independent countries, a lot of people had to face a choice which changed not only their views, principles but also their lives. Jurij decided to return to Latvia, Rezekne where lived his parents. The small Latvian army couldn`t engage a great number of officers, so it was  time to look for a new occupation. From 1991 to 1999 Jurij worked as a driving instructor in a driving school, a mechanic in a car service, a driver in a shop. It was difficult time and only support of his friendly family and relatives helped him to find his place in the life. In 1992 there also  was born his younger son Jurij- junior. 

In 1999 Jurij with his family moved to a small village Malpils, Latvia. It was closer to the capital city and there were more opportunties to get well-paid work. It was also a place where his wife`s relatives lived and started business in cargo transport. They offered Jurij to join as a good driver and mechanic. He drove his truck round Latvia as well as worked in Riga port.  Jurij bought a four bedroom flat where the whole family could feel comfortable. His wife Ina got work in Malpils Secondary School as an English teacher. Their elder son Dima finished Secondary School and became a student of the University of Transport and Communication in Riga. He decided to live independently and now he is working and studying externally. Their younger son is a student of Grade 11 in Malpils Secondary School and is dreaming of studying in England. 
The big crisis has entangled the lives of many Latvians again leaving them without any jobs. In the search of a new goal in life and better conditions for their families   many people have to leave their homeland. And Jurij now is a driver who drives his truck  round Europe. Of course, it`s a good opportunity to see the world, learn foreign languages and make many friends but his thoughts are always about his family. The moments of tiredness and loneliness are lightened by the feeling that he has  a home where he is always being waited for and met with love.
