IMMIGRATION In Emilia Romagna

In the last 50 years Emilia Tomagna has become one of the most dynamic areas of Italy with a considerable development in several sectors such as metalworking industry, building industry, ceramics, agriculture and tourism. It has so attracted a large number of workers, mainly poorly qualified, especially from the south of Italy at the beginning, with the consequence that its population, even if experiencing a decrease in rate birth, has always been more or less the same, thanks to immigrants.

Foreign immigration is a recent phenomenon, in which we can distinguish three main periods.

· early ‘80s with workers, mainly men, coming mainly from Egypt and only constituting 1% of the residents.

· the ‘90s with arrivals from the Balkans, because of the well-known political problems of the area.

· from 2000 on, characterized by  family reunification, new births, a high number of women and children.

What is very important is the speed of this phenomenon: from 110,000 residents (2.8%) in 1999 to 420,000 (7%) in 2008, which has created a situation similar to the one occurred in Spain, Greece and Ireland.

At the beginning arrivals tended to concentrate in the three richest ‘provinces’ (Bologna, Modena e Reggio Emilia), mainly in small towns lying on the surrounding hills, spreading afterward to the south of the area.

Significant consequences are: 

· the increase in birthrate at the end of the ’90s and especially after 2000 

· the average age, which is less than 30 for immigrants compared to 45 for Italians
· the high number of very young people
· the so-called ‘second generation people’: 85,000 underage people in 2008 and of these 50,000 born in Italy.

As for the countries of  origin, we can state that it used to be Morocco, Albania and Tunisia until 2002/2003 when a new immigration flow started from the east European countries, such as Romania and Bulgaria.
Nowadays we have immigrants mainly from

Morocco

Albania

Romania

China

Ukraine

Pakistan

Moldavia

India

The Philippines.

The Labour market  / Education

It goes without saying that looking for a job is the most important reason for moving, so in  Emilia Romagna we have seen an obvious tendency to choose areas with lower rates of unemployment, mainly Reggio Emilia, Modena etc etc

      The  most affected sectors are the metalworking industry, the

      building  industry, ceramics, agriculture and tourism, together with the 

      presence of immigrant women employed in childcare or elderly people care or as 

      domestic help. These workers mainly come from Poland, Moldavia, Romania, but 

      also Ecuador and The Philippines.

     Private enterprise

       Worth mentioning is the increasing number of  private enterprises: they are about 30,000 today, mainly shop-owners, Chinese restaurants, Afghan retail shops but also road haulage and removal companies.

    Schools
    Here we can find the most significant increase in numbers: from 15,000 immigrant 

    pupils in 1999 to about 65,000 in 2007, an increase especially notable in Primary

    Schools, with new-born babies, children coming to Italy because of family 

    reunification and children born in Italy to at least one immigrant parent.
    We must mention here the gap in school success between the Italian and the immigrant

    students, particularly evident in Secondary Schools, a matter which will requires deep 

    analysis by the institutions.

    This is the story up to now.

     Nowadays we have to face three important situations:.

  - the high number of European Union citizens, especially from Romania, 

  - the fact that there are about 50,000 children born in Italy, who will be allowed

    to become Italian citizens only if they legally live in Italy without interruptions until

    they become of age  (Italian law)

- the increased request for Carta di Soggiorno ( permanent residence card for non-EU  citizens), obtainable after living in Italy for 5 years ( European Union regulations).

 All together (European citizens, children born in Italy and people who have got a Carta di soggiorno) they make up 50% of total immigrants in Emilia Romagna, with inevitable consequences on the social structure: a challenge for both institutions and population in the future.

Regulations and laws have undergone different steps, trying to understand this complex phenomenon and to find solutions to the inevitable conflicts which may arise; from the idea of immigration as an ‘emergency’ to managing immigration effectively. 

National law and regional law often conflict but we must acknowledge that our Regione has always shown interest in facing this issue, even in spite of the reduction in financial resources devoted to this sector, one of the many consequences of the global economic crisis.
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